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Richard and Bonnie Starkweather’s 1931 Coupe,                                                         
read the story about their car on page 10. 
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BEAVER CHAPTER PORTLAND, OREGON 

The Beaver Chapter is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

the restoration and preservation of the Model A Ford auto-

mobile. Membership is open to all people with a sincere inter-

est. Members will be asked to volunteer a minimum of three 

hours annually to fill the club duty roster of the Portland Swap 

Meet.                                                                                    

Meetings: The third Wednesday of each month except             

December, 7:30PM at the Clackamas Community Center,     

15711 SE 90th, Clackamas, OR 97015 

The Beaver Chapter memberships commence on January 1st  

or on the date paid and expires on December 31st.  

New memberships received after November 1st are valid for the following year. Beaver Chapter dues are 

$10.00 for a member plus $1.00 for a spouse member.                                                                                         

Dues are payable to the Beaver Chapter Membership Coordinator at the meetings or send them to     

Anne Humble, Membership Coordinator, 16764 SE Hagan Rd., Happy    Valley, OR 97086.                                                                                                                               

By-laws Article III, Section 2 states: “Membership in the national club (MAFCA) shall be a prerequisite for all 

active members of the Beaver Chapter.”                                                                                                                     

MAFCA dues are $40.00. Mail to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress Ave., La Habra, CA 90631. 

CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2015                                     

President: Ray Horton 503.333.5766                                             

Vice President: Jim Patrick 503.781.9534                          

Secretary: Richard Starkweather 503.663.5625           

Treasurer: Amanda Uthe 30.907.2544                                

Member at Large: Lynn Humble 503.558.8609                

Editor: Jeanie Adair 503.655.3189                                                

Membership Coordinator: Anne Humble 503.558.8609              

Sergeant at Arms: Jim VanLente 503.638.5243                            

Past-President: Mike McLaughlin 503.650.6337                                       

NW Regional Group: Mike McLaughlin and David Adair; Portland Swap Meet: Mike Worthington and Dick 

Thornes; Historian: Patty Brost; Sunshine: Eileen Ross; Raffle Prizes: Lori Symank; Refreshments: Mary 

McConnell; MAFCA Chapter News: Bill Henderson.                                                                                                                                                             

Articles and contributions for the newsletter is encouraged and will be used as space and time permits.      

The deadline is the fourth Wednesday of each month unless announced otherwise.                                                                                                     

Correspondence should be sent directly to the Editor: jadadaja@msn.com or mailed to 895 Hazelwood Dr. 

Oregon City, OR 97045. Other newsletters may reprint article as long as credit is given to the author and The 

Ahoooga News. 

Beaver Chapter Web Site: http://beaverchapter.shutterfly.com/ 
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 PRESIDENTS COLUMN 

Two years ago I had the privilege of being elected 
president of the Beaver Chapter, joining a 52-year 
honor roll of club leadership. I can say without reser-
vation that these have been two of the most fun years 
I have spent with the club since first joining in 1970. 
Part of that fun is due to having two fine boards to 
work with and to guide me; part of it is helping to 
plan events to make the club fun for the membership; 
a big part of it is meeting and getting to better know 
members, both new and long-time. It is hard to ex-
plain the personal reward of serving on the board, but 
it is why I have consistently urged participation in club 
elections every year. It is simply a lot of fun.  

And we now have four new board members who will 
partake in the fun: Mike Worthington as vice presi-
dent; John Poppino as secretary; Ted Downs as member-at-large; and (relatively) new member Dale 
Fiedler as membership director. Taking over as president w ill be Richard Starkweather, 
who has served as our secretary for the past year. Mike W. has already started planning tours for 
next year. 2016 is looking like another year of fun for the Beaver Chapter.  

Outgoing board members also deserve recognition for their work. A big thank you to Lynn Humble 
for serving as our member-at-large; and Mike McLaughlin and Anne Humble both get to retire from 
the board after many years of service, Anne for eight years and Mike serving nine!  

And finally, one more reminder to get those Model A’s ready for cold weather winter driving. Check 
the water in your batteries and keep them charged. Reset your generator charging rate to 10-12 
amps. I usually change my oil to fresh 5-30 or 10-30. Clean and adjust your points and spark plugs, 
and assure that all your electrical connections are clean and tight. Clean your sediment bulb. And 
above all, make sure you have adequate antifreeze in your cooling system. I use one gallon of dena-
tured alcohol to two gallons of water, but many use modern commercial brands of propylene glycol 
or ethylene glycol based antifreeze. If you use a commercial brand, be sure to check to see if it is 
100% or diluted to 50%. If you’re planning to not drive, but simply park and store your car for win-
ter, I suggest fresh oil, turning the engine over from time to time, draining the cooling system, and 
putting the car up on jack stands to relieve the weight on the tires. These are just some of the 
things you might consider for winter prep, not a complete checklist. I’m sure we all have our own 
individual winter routines. The point is, plan ahead for ol’ Jack Frost!  

Thanks again for letting me serve as your president. I hope to see you at the Christmas potluck!  

—Ray Horton, President 

The photo above is of Ray behind the wheel of his 1929 Tudor at the tender age of 17. 
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MODEL A FLOORBOARD MODIFICATION 

If you’re not a purist on originality and don’t like having to remove the whole floor-
board to get at the battery, here’s a nice shortcut. Just a small portion of the lower 
floor can be removed to access the area for just about anything in relation to the  
battery, or even most of the pedal linkage. I use 3/4 inch plywood for all of my                 
floorboards. 

Begin by cutting out entire lengths of lower floorboard an extra 1/2 inch. The extra 
1/2 inch allows 3/8 inch for dado and 1/8 inch for saw cut.  

28 1/2” 

17 3/8” 

12 1/2” 
32 1/2” 

   (No scale) 

 Dado this piece 3/8” x 3/8” on the                      
upper side 

Dado this              
piece 3/8” x 3/8” on        
lower side 

A A 

A - A 

For quick removal, either drill a 3/4” finger hole or tack on a piece of frame welt. 

This Tech Tip was by Wayne Hughes, copied from the A Talepipe  Nov. newsletter. 

Editors Note: You could use your original floor board for a pattern, just be 
sure to add the additional 1/2”. You could also mark the screw locations on the new 
floorboards from the original. 

THINGS TO DO IN PUBLIC:                                                                                   
1. Go to Petsmart and buy a bag of bird-
seed, ask how long it will take for the 
birds to grow.                                                                                                                  
2. When the money comes out of the 
ATM scream “I won! I won! I won!”                           
3. Move a desk in an elevator, ask people 
who step in if they have an appointment.            
4. Walk into Sea World with a fishing 
pole.                                                               
5. Go up to random people at the mall, 
hold up your ID, and yell, “HAVE YOU 
SEE THIS MAN?” 

What’s red and white, 
red and white, red 
and white? – Santa 
Claus rolling down the 
hill. 

Why does Santa have 
three gardens? – So 
he can hoe-hoe-hoe. 

What goes “oh, oh, 
oh”? – Santa walking 
backwards. 

FUNNY             
SIGNS  
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“DECK  THE  HALLS                                     
WITH BOUGHS                    
OF HOLLY…”                                                  

      This 1930 Collier’s                    
magazine depicts a                        
lovely lady decorating for                  
the holidays.  And what                                 
could be more fun than a          
bright red dress to put you      
in the holiday mood! 

The dress could be made 
of silk or rayon crepe, 
maybe a satin, or how 
about  a luxurious velvet. 
It is bias cut, though we 
can’t see much of the de-
tails other than the drape 
of the skirt. The back 
neckline  is cut low and 
has a cowl like drape to it. 
She is wearing matching 
red heels,   probably satin.                    
~ Jeanie Adair  

Thank you to Lori Symank for arranging for our 
fall tea in Newberg, it was wonderful! Our hostess 
and her lovely home couldn’t have been nicer.  
After tea we were shown part of her collection of 
vintage hand made and hand quilted quilts. We 
had twenty members and guest who munched on 
tea sandwiches, scones, a plate of various des-
serts and pots of tea! 

BEAVER BABES FALL TEA 
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 Beaver Chapter Board Meeting,   November 6, 2015 
 
Attending:  Ray Horton, Jim Van Lente, Jim Patrick, Jeanie Adair, Mike McLaughlin 
Anne Humble, Lynn Humble, Richard Starkweather, and Guests: David Adair, Dick 
Thornes, Mary Wohlgemuth, Karl Murphy, Sharon Yates, Bonnie Starkweather. 
President Ray Horton opened the meeting, and the minutes for the October Board 
Meeting were approved. 
Business:  Greg Edwards is asking if we should consider not requiring the winner of 
the Membership Drawing to produce a membership card.  The issue was discussed, 
including the possibility of requiring an up to date MAFCA card to claim the prize.  No 
update of Annual Banquet was given.  Discussion was held regarding the additional 
$8,000 for the 2016 budget.  It was pointed out that we have funds left in the 2015 
budget for tours.  Ray Horton has $40 left over from the October Tour that can be 
added to the next tour.  The next tour is to the “World of Speed”, and a discussion 
was held regarding what the club should pay for on this tour.  It was decided that we 
would look at the number of participants and make a decision at that time.  Mike 
McLaughlin reported that we still have 2016 board positions with no nominations.  
Nominations can be taken from the floor during the November meeting.  Mike will 
contact more members in an effort to provide more than one candidate for each 
vacancy.  Tom Irwin had provided some alternatives for the Board positions, including 
only 4 meeting per year, with the other meetings being held before the club meetings.  
Another idea was to have co-positions shared by two members.  A discussion was held 
on these ideas, and continuity seemed to be an issue involving the co-positions.  Ray 
asked for an update on the MAFCA NW Regional charitable donation.  Mike McLaughlin 
reported he is working on it.  Ray asked if we should follow up on the idea of changing 
our budget year to July from January, as it is difficult having year end activities such as 
the 2015 Annual Banquet being held in 2016.  Ray will investigate the complexities of 
making this change.   
Reports:  Swap Meet: Dick Thornes reported on the Swap Meet.  The question was 
asked if we received the same amount as the other clubs.  This would finally answer 
the question if we were successful getting the penalties removed.  Dick will check on 
this and report back.  Ray Horton asked Dick if the swap meet duty signup sheet was 
given to the swap meet committee members first, then brought to the general meeting 
for member to sign up.  Dick reported that he brings a clean sheet to the general 
meeting for sign ups.  The committee members are not given priority.   
Membership:  Anne Humble reported that a few Members have paid their 2016 
dues, and a few more trickling in.   
There will be no Board Meeting or Club Meeting in December. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Richard Starkweather 
 
 

What did the Christmas tree say to the ornament? –   
“Aren’t you tired of just hanging around?” 
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 November 18, 2015    Minutes of the Beaver Chapter Meeting 
President Ray Horton opened the meeting at 7:30pm.  Lynn Humble led the pledge of allegiance.  
The minutes of the October meeting were approved.  Ray thanked the Board for their support during 
the last two years, as this is his last meeting as President.  Ray thanked Ted Downs for providing the 
drinks.  Ray reported that the penalty we received for the Swap Meet has been resolved and verified.  
The Name Tag Drawing was won by Rich Simpson and he received $25.  Got’s and Want’s were 
circulated.  Refreshment signup sheet for next year was circulated.  Chris Irwin reviewed the items 
available for the raffle which included: a gift certificate $25 donated by Gene Scott (Becker’s T&A 
Ford Parts), Canadian beaver droppings (candy), Model A 2 door book, car care products, and a 
donated model car.  Mike McLaughlin chaired the 2016 club elections.  He announced each position, 
those seeking the position, and asked for volunteers or nominations by position.  The positions of 
Vice President had two candidates (Karl Murphy & Mike Worthington), Member-at-Large two 
candidates (Andrew Jackman & Ted Downs), and the candidate for Membership Coordinator (Tanya 
Johns) stepped down due to family needs.  After some discussion Dale Fiedler volunteered for this 
position. The results of the election were:  President: Richard Starkweather, Vice President: Mike 
Worthington, Treasurer: Amanda Uthe, Secretary: John Poppino, Member-at-Large: Ted Downs, 
Editor: Jeanie Adair, Membership: Dale Fiedler, Sergeant-at-Arms: Jim Van Lente, and finishing out 
the Board, Past President: Ray Horton.  Ray Horton thanked Mike McLaughlin for the work he had 
done to find candidates.  Yvonne Schiller thanked Mike McLaughlin and David Adair for helping Don 
with the brakes on their car.  She reports they can now stop on a dime, and give a nickel change. 
Una McLaughlin reminded everyone that the pictures for the Photo Contest must be submitted by 
November 30th, non professional, 8”x10”, of Beaver Chapter Model A’s and people, and remember to 
put your name on the back, or Una will put her name on it !!!!.  Una reported that the Annual 
Banquet theme will be Mardi Gras – a Party Having Fun, and requested that Members send in their 
checks soon, $30 per person, made out to Beaver Chapter, to Eileen Ross.  The information is on our 
website.  Jim Patrick reported that he has two vehicles for sale: a 1930 Model A Coupe, set up for 
touring, new tires etc., and a 1933 Ford 1½ ton truck, which has a body off restoration.  Contact Jim 
for details.  Amanda Uthe gave a full accounting of Club finances.  Jim Patrick requested that this 
year, for the red ticket tire drawing, Members put their name or membership number on the back of 
the tickets.  These will be used for the drawing, as the copy tickets have been lost. Jim thanked the 
Board for their support.  Anne Humble requested Members to get your dues in soon.  They need to 
be in before January 1st, for your name to be in the Membership Roster.  Anne thanked Ray and the 
Board for their support.  Mike Worthington reported on the 2016 Swap Meet.  They are going to 
make an effort to match the volunteers with the duty, taking into consideration physical ability.  
There are openings available in the Swap Meet, contact Mike if you are interested.  This year vintage 
motorcycles will be allowed for sale, and Circus Solie will not be held next door.  Jeanie Adair 
requested that any articles for The Ahoooga News December be submitted by Sunday November 
22nd.  Jim Van Lente reported on the World of Speed tour this Saturday.  $10 per car will be covered 
by the Club, and lunch.  Marlynne Pugsley reported that the Beaver Babes Tea was attended by 21 
people, and it was a very nice time.  She continued asking us to recognize Veterans Day, by asking 
people to stand up if they had served in the service to their country, or had a family member who 
had.  Next she asked those who served to remain standing.  This was very well received by the 
Membership, and Ray Horton thanked Marlynne.  Eileen Ross reported that Tim Woodman had back 
surgery.  Morgan Ross is receiving radiation and chemo therapy, and is scheduled for surgery in 
January.  Patty Brost reported that in 2016 the Columbia River Highway will have a centennial 
celebration.  Ray Horton has received information on this, and all 6 clubs will be participating, to 
include a picnic.  More details to follow.  Patty reported that Farm & Ranch Living Magazine has an 
interesting article on a ‘28/’29 AA express bed truck.  David Adair reported that Steve Pargeter will be 
giving a seminar on Model A era carburetors tonight.  Barbara Henderson reported that two articles 
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General Meeting Minutes continued from previous page… 

were in the latest Restorer issue written by one of our members.  Ray Horton reported that it was 
our new MAFCA Board Member Bill Henderson.  Membership drawing winner was Jan Lindquist, but 
was not attending tonight to claim her reward.  Congratulations to Gene Scott for being a MAFCA 
Member for 25 years. Pie was enjoyed by all and plenty of it was available.   The raffle was held, 
and Chris Irwin reported, remember to sign up for the Christmas Potluck, and bring new socks and 
gloves.    The Mystery Member Stan Symank was not identified.  The Mystery Part a 1928 starter 
switch was correctly identified by Sharon Fancher.  Ray Horton adjourned the meeting at 8:50pm. 

Richard Starkweather  -  Secretary 

NOVEMBER TOUR 

About 10 cars and 20 people attended the 
tour; Jim Van Lente chose a beautiful 
route to the World of Speed  located in  

Wilsonville; it was even a nice sunny day for a November tour. Women race car drivers were fea-
tured along with the various exhibits and the simulators. Lunch was enjoyed in the deli on sight at 
the World of Speed. Thanks Jim for being tour leader! View more picture on the Shutterfly sight. 
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FOR SALE: 

Six, Good Year white wall tires on nice black 19” rims. Very few miles, mounted,    
balanced and ready to tour. $800 for the set.                                                             
19” wheels with used tires $40                                                                               
Model A engines, transmissions, and engine components. Price varies depending on 
condition. Bill Jabs 971.235.3804 

WANTED: 

Just acquired a 1929 Murray Model A - need info on  glass/door installation, need rear 
glass. Steve 971.570.1010 or me62Buick@gmail.com 

Model a head, can be cracked, just for hoisting engine.                                        
Rayburn Mitchell 503.668.0872 

28-29 water outlet castings. Also want a Zenith 2 carburetor.                                          
Lynn Sondenaa 971.275.7475 

CHECKING ENGINE COMPRESSION                                                                      
Annual Maintenance can also include an engine compression test. This is giving your 
engine a mechanical checkup and will enable you to evaluate the condition of the pis-
ton rings, valves, and head gasket.  You can do all of this without removing the head.  
Once the head is removed you will not be able to check the rings or valves.   A com-
pression check is easy to make.  You need a compression gauge and it is handy to 
have a sparkplug adaptor. (Bratton’s sells sparkplug adaptor for $6.50 listed under 
distributor parts)  The adaptor allows you to thread the gauge into the sparkplug hole 
and will give a more accurate reading than a tapered rubber fitting.                                
Step 1.  Remove all the sparkplugs and open the throttle wide open.                      
Step 2.  Thread the gauge into the sparkplug hole, hand tight is adequate.                     
Step 3.  Rotate or turn the engine over with the starter motor, 4 – 10 revolutions.  
Step 4.  Read the compression gauge.                                                                  
This reading will be expressed in PSI (pounds   per square inch).  Note these readings 
in a notebook or reference book you keep for this car.   When you make the next 
compression test it is handy to see how your car is doing over time.      

Chop your own wood 
and it will warm you 
twice.       ~Henry Ford 

What kind of bug hates Christmas? –          
A humbug.                                                   
Why is it so cold at Christmas? –               
Because it’s Decembrrrr.  
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Not Just a Car 

Our car is a 1931 Ford Coupe.  We purchased the car from Gertrude Spidal in North-
west Portland during early 1989.  We joined the Beaver Chapter the same year and 
one year later started a three year restoration project.  The car has been enjoyed by 
our Children (2), Grandchildren (5), and now our Great Grandchildren (6).  The car, 
before it was restored was an extra in a movie, along with our Son.  The film was  
titled “Come See the Paradise” with Dennis Quaid, and was filmed in Portland.  Some 
of the best memories of our Model A are when driving my mother in her advanced 
years, on two lane roads in rural areas.  She would start to relate to a different time 
(born 1907), and share many interesting memories.  What a great time together.  
These Old Cars become a part of the family, and are enjoyed in many ways,          
except when they act up!!!                                      Richard & Bonnie Starkweather 

“It’s all right, Santa, you can 
come in. My parents still believe 

in you.”                               
Another John Held Jr  cartoon. 

NW CAR MUSEUM, BROOKS, OR 

News from Brooks is that the second phase of their building 
is under construction. The steel frame is up with the roof 
and sides soon to be completed. This building will feature a 
1940 car showroom with a brick front. It will also have a 
second floor for meetings and library. 

The Model T shop continues building Model T speedsters 
with local high school students. New this year is the addi-
tion of home-schooled students. Also they are building Mod-
el A’s with a 1929 Model A Roadster as this year’s project. 
Students work every Thursday from 9-2. They have 10 
mentors but can always use some more. There is no cost to 
the students and transportation is provided from local 
schools. The museum also offers winter storage in the heat-
ed building. Tom Popelka’s truck is wintering there. 

We are working on a tour there next spring which would 
feature the new building, seminar in the Model T workshop, 
a chance to Drive a Model T, and a manifold cooking       
potluck.                                                                        
Tom Irwin 
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 You are cordially invited to a 

   Masquerade Ball 

                A Special Evening of Cocktails, Dinner and Dancing 

          Saturday January Twenty third Two Thousand Sixteen 6-10 pm 

     Monarch Hotel 

    12566 SE 93rd Avenue 

                                           Clackamas, Oregon                                                                    
MENU SELECTION:                                                                                 

B) LONDON BROIL: With Pinot Noir Demi-Glace accompanied by roasted 

                                 Garlic Potatoes and seasonal Vegetables. 

(S) GRILLED SALMON: Finished with Lemon Butter Accompanied by Rice 

                                     Pilaf and seasonal Vegetables. 

(C) CITRUS GINGER CHICKEN: Grilled Breast of Chicken Finished with  

                                                   Citrus Glace and seasonal Vegetables. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:    (GF) Gluten Free      (VEG) Vegetarian                                                          

Prices:  Beaver Chapter Members $30 EACH    Non- member Guests $40 

RESERVATIONS (MUST BE RECEIVED BY Jan. 8 2016) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—————————                          

NAME                                        MEAL CHOICE (CIRCLE)            $FEE      CLUB DUTY (CIRCLE) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                               B   S   C       GF  VEG         $30     YES*   NO                                                

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                   B   S   C       GF  VEG         $30      YES*   NO 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GUEST____________________________________________________________________________ 

Total cost                                                               $ 

Make checks payable to Beaver Chapter, send to Eileen Ross at 5834 Tenino St. Portland, OR 97206 

Refunds for club duty will be distributed at the banquet * 

 

 

Monarch Hotel 

12566 SE 93rd Ave. 

Clackamas, OR               

It’s just off 205 

south of Clackamas 

Town Center 

DUES ARE DUE             
PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES 
BEFORE JANUARY 1 SO   
YOUR NAME WILL BE   

INCLUDED IN THE CLUB 
ROSTER. 

Why is the place you drive on a parkway, and the place you park on is the driveway? 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

There is no Beaver Chapter Board Meeting                     
and no General Meeting this month.                                       
There is also no Monthly Tour -  enjoy the holidays! 

Beaver Chapter’s Christmas Potluck                                                                                                   
It’s An Old Fashioned Christmas Party!                                                                                 
Mark your calendars for Saturday December 
5th at 6PM. We are having an Old Fash-
ioned Christmas Party, complete with songs, 
games, gifts and of course food! The club 
will provide turkey, ham and beverages. 
Please sign up at the next  club meetings to bring your 
favorite homemade side dish, salad or dessert. Families are welcome, just sign up for 
how many will be coming. Please bring socks and/or gloves to donate to needy fami-
lies. Lori Symank is chairperson. Directions to the Milwaukie Senior Center 5440 SE 
Kellogg Creek Dr., Milwaukie, OR: From Portland, take 99E  to Hwy 224. Go East, 
right on Rusk Rd., turn right and follow signs to North Clackamas Park and the     
Milwaukie Senior Center. From I-205 take Hwy 224  (Exit 13) go West turning left on 
Rusk Rd., then turn right and follow signs to North Clackamas Park and the          
Milwaukie Senior Center. 

Sherry Brost             1st                                                                              

Janet Hinkel              2nd                    

Mac Zirges                4th                                                 

Jim Strutt                   5th                                                                                                                           

Gordon Neumann   10th                

Jackie Vickers           11th                    

Jim Shaw                   12th                                                                     

Sherwood Wilfert    14th                                                                      

Gary Dexter               20th                                                  

Bobbie Barnett         23rd                   

Pam McClaflin          25th                                                                         

Jake Taasevigen       27th                                     

John Nieder              31st                                                                                                             

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

UPCOMING EVENTS: John Rueter Mileage Award: How many miles have 
you driven you Model A this year?  Submit the number of miles to Patty Brost. The 
one who has driven the most miles during 2015 will win, winner announced at the  
annual banquet in January. 

Sign up for Portland Swap Meet club duty at the January meeting. 

The January Annual Banquet is Saturday, January 23rd, send  your  reservations  in 
by January 8th to Eileen Ross. See page 11 for details. 

VERY IMPORTANT                                       
RED TIRE TICKET ANNOUNCEMENT 

Please write your name or MAFCA # on the 
back of the red tire tickets you have col-
lected during 2015. Bring them with you to 
the General Meeting January 20, 2016  
when the lucky winners will be drawn. 


