
“A” Technical Tip 

Battery Maintenance 
By Lynn Sondenaa 

 

Touring season is upon us and going strong.  Have you checked your 

battery lately?  It is the life blood of the electrical system.  It is the power 

source for starting the engine, it also acts as a stabilizer of the voltage for the 

entire Model A electrical system, and it provides current for a very limited 

time when the electrical demands exceed the generator output.  Now that we 

are approaching summer with rising temperatures, we need to check for 

corrosion on the battery terminals and battery cable ends, water level in each 

cell, and the specific gravity level of the battery.  If you are rich and have an 

Optima battery you only need to check for corrosion. 

Batteries are activated by adding electrolyte.  Electrolyte is a mixture 

of sulfuric acid and water.  This solution causes a chemical action to take 

place between the lead in the battery.  The fully charged battery should have 

a specific gravity reading of 1.265.  This is tested using a hydrometer. 

To clean the corrosion off of the terminals and battery cable ends use 

a homemade paste of baking soda and water.  Place the paste on and around 

the corrosion (wearing rubber gloves & eye protection) and let it stand for 5 

minutes.  Flush with water, wire brush and let air dry.  When the terminals 

are dry, spray the battery cable ends, and battery post with Permatex battery 

protector & sealer (Item #80370).  Then place a battery terminal protector on 

each battery post.  These are special treated felt washer that help stop 

corrosion.  Fill each cell with distilled water to the proper level.  Chlorine in 

city water is bad for the electrolyte; also well water is bad for the battery due 

to the mineral content.  Be sure the battery cables are tight and the battery is 

secured to the battery tray.  You are now ready for a touring season with no 

battery problems! 

 

 
State of Charge Specific Gravity 

Fully charged 1.265 

75% charged 1.225 

50% charged 1.190 

25% charged 1.155 

Discharged 1.120 

 


