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The official newsletter of the Beaver Chapter Model A Ford Club of America Volume 54 Issue 2 

FEBRUARY 2015 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON DUCKS FOR                    

WINNING THE ROSE BOWL AND PLAYING IN THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME!    

Bill and Barbara Henderson’s 1931 Victoria bedecked in Duck gear. 

Editors note: In all fairness I’ll give equal space to anyone who would                     

like to show their support for the OSU Beavers! 
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BEAVER CHAPTER PORTLAND, OREGON 

The Beaver Chapter is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 

restoration and preservation of the Model A Ford automobile. 

Membership is open to all people with a sincere interest. Mem-

bers will be asked to volunteer a minimum of three hours annual-

ly to fill the club duty roster of the Portland Swap Meet.                                                                                    

Meetings: The third Wednesday of each month except              

December, 7:30PM at the Clackamas Community Center,     

15711 SE 90th, Clackamas, OR 97015 

The Beaver Chapter memberships commence on January 1st  or 

on the date paid and expires on December 31st.  

New memberships received after November 1st are valid for the following year. Beaver Chapter dues are 

$10.00 for a member plus $1.00 for a spouse member.                                                                                           

Dues are payable to the Beaver Chapter Membership Coordinator at the meetings or send them to       

Anne Humble, Membership Coordinator, 16764 SE Hagan Rd., Happy    Valley, OR 97086.                                                                                                                               

By-laws Article III, Section 2 states: “Membership in the national club (MAFCA) shall be a prerequisite for all 

active members of the Beaver Chapter.”                                                                                                                     

MAFCA dues are $40.00. Mail to: MAFCA, 250 S. Cypress Ave., La Habra, CA 90631. 

CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2015                                      

President: Ray Horton 503.333.5766                                             

Vice President: Jim Patrick 503.781.9534                           

Secretary: Richard Starkweather 503.663.5625             

Treasurer: Amanda Uthe 306.907.2544                                

Member at Large: Lynn Humble 503.558.8609                   

Editor: Jeanie Adair 503.655.3189                                                

Membership Coordinator: Anne Humble 503.558.8609              

Sergeant at Arms: Jim VanLente 503.638.5243                            

Past-President: Mike McLaughlin 503.650.6337                                       

NW Regional Group: Mike McLaughlin and David Adair; Portland Swap Meet: Tim Woodman and Dick 

Thornes; Historian: Patty Brost; Sunshine: Eileen Ross; Raffle Prizes: Lori Symank; Refreshments: Mary 

McConnell; MAFCA Chapter News: Art Pugsley.                                                                                                                                                             

Articles and contributions for the newsletter is encouraged and will be used as space and time permits.      

The deadline is the fourth Wednesday of each month.                                                                                                     

Correspondence should be sent directly to the Editor: jadadaja@msn.com or mailed to 895 Hazelwood Dr. 

Oregon City, OR 97045. Other newsletters may reprint article as long as credit is given to the author and The 

Ahoooga News. 

Beaver Chapter Web Site: http://beaverchapter.shutterfly.com/ 
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I’m sitting here at my desk on this typical Oregon 

winter’s day: gray, cold, wet, dark. I’ve got my cup 

of tea and a couple of Carolyn’s fine chocolate chip 

cookies (OK, three of them), and it’s a good day to 

be inside. 

But it’s about this time every year when I bundle up 

and walk out to the garage and look at my Model A 

and start thinking about the upcoming touring sea-

son. It’s close to 40 degrees out there right now, 

and that garage is unheated. Still, it gets me con-

templating about the little things, and sometimes 

the big things, that in a month or two I can start on 

with the coupe. It is this kind of daydreaming, back 

in the house by the fire, that helps allay the frustra-

tion of not getting to tinker with my cars.

Winter in Oregon can drag on for those of us who love to get out and work on and 

drive our Model A on a regular basis. But planning and dreaming can help carry the 

day.
So it’s a good time to be thinking about the up-

coming touring season, and when we get the oc-

casional warm day or, if you’re fortunate to have 

a heated garage, go out and do some preliminary 

prep. Clean and tighten your electrical connec-

tions. Set your points.  Make sure your battery is 

up and all your lights work. Vacuum the interior. 

Check your tire pressure. Polish the brightwork. 

Maybe even wash the windows. And if it’s a day 

that really calls you to drive the A, start her up 

and go for a little toot. Then when we get into 

the first tour of the year, you’ll feel ready to jump 

in and go.  

I can hardly wait. How about you? 

Ray Horton, President 

PRESIDENTS COLUMN 

Mary                        

was       

the       

BIG                  

W               

I                    

N            

N            

E            

R 

 

Mary Wohlgemuth won the Tire 

Ticket Drawing and also third 

place! Lynn McDonald was the 

second place winner. Congrats! 
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The Ammeter                                 by Tom Endy  

 The Model A ammeter is a fairly simple device, but it 

can tell you a lot if you pay attention to it. It is a cen-

ter off type meter. The needle sits on zero in the center 

when no current is being drawn. When current is be-

ing drawn from the battery the needle points to the 

negative side. The reading depends on how much cur-

rent is being drawn. When the generator (or alternator) 

is sending current to the battery to charge it, the nee-

dle points to the positive side. The reading depends on 

how much current is being passed to the battery. 

Original ammeters have "bounce" to them. This is be-

cause they are un-damped. In this manner they quickly 

read any variations in current flow. Many reproduc-

tion ammeters are not made very well and are damped 

and move very sluggishly. 

If the ignition circuit receives its power through the 

ammeter it provides a diagnostic tool. When starting 

the car the ammeter will bounce back and forth on ei-

ther side of the zero mark before it starts. This is 

caused by the points opening and closing. If the car 

fails to start the bouncing ammeter needle is telling 

you that there is nothing wrong with the ignition pri-

mary circuit and the problem is somewhere else. If the 

needle is not bouncing, the problem is likely in the 

ignition primary circuit. 

The original Model A generator is usually adjusted for 

a fixed 8-amp output. It will produce 8-amps regard-

less of the electrical load requirement or the status of 

the battery. When driving at night the generator can-

not provide all the current demand from the head-

lights. The battery is then required to supply the bal-

ance and the ammeter will show a discharge. Over a 

long period of nighttime driving the battery will be-

come discharged. When diving on a long trip during 

the day the continuous 8-amps may over charge the 

battery and boil the water out of it. Either case is not 

healthy for the battery. 

Years ago it was quite common to see cars such as the 

Model A on a long stretch of open highway with their 

headlights on during the day to protect the battery by  

absorbing the excessive output current from the gener-

ator. 

When a Model A is equipped with an alternator (either 

6-volt or 12-volt) the ammeter becomes even more of 

a diagnostic tool and the battery remains fully charged 

most of the time. 

The alternator has an internal regulator circuit that 

constantly looks at the status of the battery. If the bat-

tery needs charging the alternator sends the appropri-

ate amount of current to it to bring it back up to full 

charge. This will occur right after start up when the 

starter has drawn a significant amount of current out of 

the battery. The ammeter will then show a high charg-

ing rate going to the battery. A few miles down the 

road and the ammeter will move toward zero indicat-

ing the battery is almost fully charged. On a long trip 

the ammeter should be sitting at zero indicating the 

battery is fully charged and no current is going to it. 

When the headlights are turned on the alternator im-

mediately picks up the load and the ammeter remains 

at zero indicating that no current is being drawn from 

the battery to power the headlights. 

On a relatively long drive if the ammeter does not re-

turn to zero it is telling you that there is a defective 

cell in the battery that is preventing it from becoming 

fully charged. The ammeter is telling you it is time to 

have the battery checked. 

The Model A ammeter is a fairly simple device. 
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FLATTERING 

LINES  

ON  ERA  

FASHIONS 

 

By            

Jeanie Adair 

Notice how simple seaming of a garment adds to the style of the Model A era. The 

pink dress has vertical lines on the bodice and diagonal lines at the waistline and on 

the skirt front. The navy blue print dress has pleats added at the side of the skirt that 

provide vertical lines but the top of that section is at an angle; the short jacket has a 

nice rounded curve that adds more interest. Both dresses also have feminine bows. 

LADIES CHECK OUT THE MAFCA WEBSITE!  The Era Fashion Committee            

routinely puts out a new fashion page, the latest is on women’s boots. If you 

haven’t checked it out go to MAFCA, then click on “Fashions” and then “Articles”.               

Its interesting to look at the past articles too. 
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BEAVER CHAPTER BOARD MEETING, JANUARY 8, 2015                                                      
Attending:  Ray Horton, Jim Patrick, Amanda Uthe, Lynn Humble, Jeanie Adair, Anne Humble, Jim 
VanLente, Mike McLaughlin, Richard Starkweather and guests David Adair, Ron Forehand and Chris 
West. The new officers for 2015 were welcomed.                                                                                 
There was no Swap Meet Report as neither Dick Thornes nor Tim Woodman attended.  Anne 
Humble related that Pam McClaflin expressed concern with the large sums of money being collected 
and bills paid by the Swap Meet; Pam thought it might be wise to hire an accountant to oversee 
these matters. Tim and Dick will be asked to bring this issue to the Swap Meet Committee.                                                                                                             
Annual Banquet: The issue of who is eligible for a “free of charge” meal for the Annual Banquet 
was discussed.  It was pointed out that on page 38 of the “Beaver Chapter Membership Directory” 
the “Policy” is stated.  Last year’s list of who attended “free of charge” will be reviewed.  If commit-
ments have been made for this year, they will be honored.                                                     
There was further discussion about “Guests” costs and payments for club events. Jim VanLente had 
invited 4 guests to the banquet as a thank you for opening their garages for the November tour. 
This was done without Board approval, so Mike made a motion that the club would pay for it this 
time, seconded by Lynn and approved by the board. The payment will come out of the Appreciation, 
Gift and Trophy budget. 

Reports:  Treasurer:  Amanda gave a report on all banking accounts. 
Vice President: Jim Patrick discussed future tour possibilities. Ray requested that newer club 
members be encouraged to be involved by leading a tour. A concern was mentioned that the hotels 
in Walla Walla for the Northwest Regional Meet are filling up quickly due to another car related 
event in town at the same time 
Sergeant At Arms: Jim VanLente presented a motion to purchase a new Mitchell hub puller for the 
club tools.  It was seconded by Mike and approved by the Board. 
Editor: Jeanie Adair stated the newsletter deadline is the fourth Wednesday. 
Membership: Anne Humble reported that 28 people did not get their dues in by January 1st, so 
their names will not appear in the Membership Directory.  If they sign up later, they can be added 
back to Anne’s master roster for the year. 
Beaver Babes planning meeting will be at Anne’s house January 17th. 
Member at Large: Lynn Humble said he and Mike will continue to be the greeters at the club 
meeting to meet and introduce new people. Lynn will purchase a first aid kit for tours. Mike men-
tioned the need for a “Kit” of necessary items for tours. 
Old Business: Clarify Tour Compensation Policy: Tours expenses should be brought to the 
board prior to the tour for approval of costs. 
New Business: Review Budget for 2015: Budget was reviewed, some changes made, and ap-
proved. Amanda will present the budget at the January General Meeting. Dues increase was dis-
cussed and tabled.  
CLUB LIBRARY: The Club’s library of CD’s needs to be reviewed and updated.                           
Club Vests:  Mary Proffitt will be asked if she wants to continue making the vests.  One option is to 
use up existing material and cease production.  This needs to be discussed with the membership. 
Homework Assignment:  Jeanie reminded each Board member to review the Bylaws and Policy & 
Procedures for any changes that may need to be made.  They will be discussed at a future meeting. 
Meeting was adjourned. 
Respectively submitted, 
Richard Starkweather, Secretary 

“A business that makes nothing but money is a poor business.” - Henry Ford 
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January 21, 2015      Minutes of Beaver Chapter Club Meeting 

President Ray opened the meeting at 7:30pm.  Jim Van Lente led The Pledge of Allegiance.  Novem-

ber meeting minutes were approved as printed.  Name Tag Drawing was won by Bruce Goldson.                                                                              

Jeanie needs more photographs, and try to make them representative of the season.                

Anne reported that around 100 people will be attending the banquet.                                        

Barbara Henderson thanked the many volunteers that made the Christmas Potluck such a success.                                                                                            

Tours: Jim reports Feb. 22 Bowling Tour, arrive 10 am start at 10:30.  Club will pay for the pizza.  

March tour needs a leader, will tour Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue antique fire trucks, and will be in-

side out of the rain.  Regional Meet: Make your reservations soon.  There will be two groups travel-

ling to the event in Walla Walla Washington.                                                                               

Tips & Leads: David brought Model “A” times, read and return.  There is an Early 1928 Roadster 

available in Molalla, but not in very good condition.                                                                   

Budget: Amanda & Ray presented the 2015 proposed budget.  Several comments & clarifications 

were made, and then Bill Jabs made a motion that the budget be approved.  It was seconded and 

then passed by a vote of the Membership.                                                                            

Membership:  Anne discussed the importance of picking up your Membership Card. Swap Meet:  

Dick & Mary reported and showed a poster.  Be sure to leave enough travel time, plus 30-45 

minutes extra, so you will be able to show up early for duty.  Remember to report to the “Duty 

Office”. The penalty for a “no show” is $500.                                                                                 

Beaver Babes:  Marlynne reported that they met Saturday and built a schedule.  Patty will lead the 

next event February 14, in the late morning, and into the early afternoon.                                

Sunshine:  Eileen reported that Gene & Nurry Scott are the proud Grandparents of two new babies 

in January, and Art & Marlynne Pugsley received their 5th Great Grandchild the 20th.  It was reported 

that former member Karen Kuryk had passed away.                                                                                             

Historian:  Patty has done a review of past tours from Newsletters, and has found some good pos-

sibilities for the future.                                                                                                         

Raffle:  Lori reported that many prizes are available, many with a Valentines theme.     Tire Ticket 

Drawing:  First prize $500 was won by Mary Wohlgemuth, and she was very surprised.  Second 

prize $100 was won by Lyn McDonald, and Third prize $50, was won by Mary Wohlgemuth, a very 

profitable night for her!!!!!                                                                                                                

David Adair:  presented to the Membership, the Touring Rules which are listed in The Beaver 

Chapter Membership Directory, on page 39.  It is important that all members not attending review 

these rules.  David also passed out a sheet showing Basic Tour Items that you should consider car-

rying with you on tours.  This sheet has been placed on “Shutterfly,” under “technical articles”, so 

everyone can review them.  A good discussion was held on the various issues.                                                   

Mystery Member was identified as Anne Humble by Chris Irwin, and Curtis Meade identified the 

Mystery part as a spring in the starter.                                                                                              

Meeting Adjourned.  Thanks to Karl & Sharon for refreshments and Ted Downs for beverages. 

Richard Starkweather, Secretary. 

 IF YOU HAVEN’T RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP YOU WON’T GET THE NEWSLETTER!!! 
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“Moonlight and Roses” was the theme for 

Beaver Chapter’s annual banquet. Eileen Ross 

greeted us and handled registration, then we 

entered through a rose covered trellis. A ro-

mantic setting was created with vintage wed-

ding photos, members 50 year old or more 

wedding photos and roses that filled the 

whole room.  

Paula & LeRoy Benham above. 

Ray & Carolyn (left) and Mary 

and Ken (below) took ad-

vantage of Jim Patrick’s freshly 

detailed 1931 Sedan as a back 

drop for pictures. 

It was a fun evening of socializing, guessing 

who the wedding photo couples were, and 

we were entertained by and danced to the 

music by the Columbia Classic Jazz Band.  
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Linda and Ted Downs  

and Mary and Ben 

McConnell smiling for   

the camera. 

The ladies did a fantastic job planning our ban-

quet, many thanks to each one who had a part 

in it! Dinner was delicious too. 

Below is the Irwins, McDonalds,                   

Pam McClaflin and Pete Smiley... 

Mike and Una McLaughlin won the 

John Reuter Mileage Award by               

traveling a combined total of 8,228 

miles in their two Model A’s during 

2014. So the question is where will 

the trophy be kept in their home?? 

One of Lori Symank’s picture’s won the  

Photo Contest - watch for it on the club’s 

newsletters front cover sometime soon. 
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MEET THE NEW BEAVER CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2015                         

Back row L to R: Jim VanLente, Sergeant at Arms; Mike McLaughlin, Past President; 

Jim Patrick, Vice President; Richard Starkweather, Secretary; Lynn Humble, Member at 

Large; Ray Horton, President; Front row: Jeanie Adair, Editor, Amanda Uthe, Treasur-

er; and Anne Humble, Membership Coordinator. 

MYSTERY                 

MEMBER AND 

MYSTERY                

MODEL A PART    

This member 

should be an 

easy one for you 

to guess! Please 

one guess only 

per member at 

the meeting. 

A big “Thank You” to the following Beaver Chapter members for their help with the Christmas Potluck: Amanda 

Uthe & friend Chris West, Lynn & Patty Sondenaa, Ken & Mary Proffitt, Lloyd & Darleen Dilbeck, Jim 

& Adeane Patrick, David & Jeanie Adair, Andrew Jackman, and Anne Humble (“12 tools of Christmas”).         

Thanks again, Barbara Henderson 

Gene and Nurry Scott wish to announce the birth of their second                

granddaughter named Victoria Jane Smith on Jan. 2nd, and their                   

first grandson, Oscar Mike Stahlnecker on Jan. 5th. 

How many cupids can you find in this newsletter? Happy Valentines Day! 
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FOR SALE:                                                                                                                           

Model T chassis parts, frames, rear ends, front ends, engine blocks, heads, misc. 

parts, no tin. Morgan Ross 503.860.5299 

Great flat bed car hauler, like new! Great for hauling your Model A car when you just 

can’t drive it to your destination. Includes easy lift, anti sway hitch and tie downs for 

your car. $1400 Pam McClaflin 503.668.7102 

Hydraulic lift, typical cherry picker $100. Stan 503.476.4946 

WANTED:                                                                                                                    

Swap Meet vendor partner, Rich Simpson 503.267.6678 

Zenith 2 carburetor to rebuild. Lynn Sondenaa 971.275.7475 or 

lynnsond@hotmail.com  

High compression head “Snyder” used.  Pete Smiley 503.591.1110 

4 early Ford 19” wire wheels. Loren Hegar 503.653.5379 

PORTLAND SWAP MEET                               

APRIL 10-11-12, 2015                              

Swap Meet Meeting Schedule:                          

February 17th                                                        

March 3rd                                                              

March 31st                                                              

Layout: April 8th                                            

Move In: April 9th                                               

Critique Meeting April 21st                 

Meetings are at the Odd     

Fellows Hall near Pietro’s   

Pizza in Milwaukie. OR 

BEAVER BABE’S FEBRUARY OUTING                               

Meet at the Oregon city Shopping Center                    

February 14th for a 10:30AM departure.                                                      

Where: Scattercreek Junction Antiques & Café                         

21641 Main St NE, Aurora, 503.678.168                          

Menu: 1/2 Panini with either soup or salad & 

gelato, wrap sandwiches also available, $10.95. 

The house is behind another antique shop called 

“Home Again”   Park on the street, after lunch we 

can go to the museum ($6 admission) and the an-

tique shops are open until 5PM. Please let Patty 

know you are coming 503.761.2792                                            

February Meeting Refreshments will be provided by Patty Brost and Yvonne 

Scheller; March’s will be Norm & Nancy Lindquist & April by Bill & Barbara Henderson. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  

Thursday, February 5th Beaver Chapter Board 

Meeting, 7PM at Bob’s Red Mill boardroom      

13521 SE Pheasant Ct, Milwaukie, OR 

Beaver Babe’s lunch in Aurora, Saturday, Feb. 

14th, call Patty Brost  so she has a count. All 

ladies are welcome to join us. See page 11 

February 14-15th, Puyallup Early Bird Swap 

Meet at the fairgrounds. 

Portland Swap Meet Committee meeting on 

the 17th at 7:30PM 

Wednesday, February 18th Beaver Chapter 

General Meeting, 7:30PM in Clackamas, OR 

Sunday, February 22nd    

Bowling Tour 10:30 AM at    

Kellog Bowl 10306 SE 

Main, Milwaukie, OR.  

                            Bowling will start at 10:30 

so come early, afterwards we’ll 

go next door to Pietro’s Pizza 

for pizza, soda and Model A   

conversation.                                                                                 

If you have   

questions call                                         

Melanie Phillips at 503.481.6436 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Lawrence Johnson    1st     

Gary Dawson            2nd  

August Lehto            4th  

Dave Sandberg         6th   

Patty Brost              12th  

Don Scheller           14th   

Bob Moore              15th   

Curtis Meade           16th   

Roy Farmer             17th  

Steve Morgan          17th   

Shirley Twigg           17th  

Lynn Humble           18th   

Ron Whitworth         20th    

Marlynne Pugsley     22nd    

Bill Henderson          23rd    

Chuck Scott             28th   

The meet registration and hotel           

information is available at 

nwrm2015.org 


